
The United Church of Christ in North Hampton 

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor 
At one time in my life I worked for someone who was also my friend. It was a very interesting dynamic 
but I will save that for another day. We had many conversations together but there was one that seemed 
to be recurring. We would sit down to talk and as the conversation went on something like this would 
happen.  

“Well I can’t meet tomorrow because I am going on vacation.” 

“You’re going on vacation next week?  I didn’t know that, where are you going on vacation?”  

“Sure, you did, I told you that.”   

“No you didn’t.”  

He thought he told me, he thought I knew. Why?  Because he had been thinking about and getting 

exciting about going on vacation for weeks.  It was on his list of top three things that he was thinking 

about.  In his mind not only did I know but everyone knew. Why wouldn’t they?  There is a quote from 

George Bernard Shaw that goes like this, “The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion 

that it has taken place.”  I love it!  It is so true. We have all experienced these moments in our lives.  At 

work, with friends, with close family and yes, even at church.  Have you ever said to yourself?   I didn’t 

know that this was going on, or I didn’t know that we had a ministry team that did that? One thing that I 

learned very quickly in ministry is the need to communicate, communicate, communicate. There is a need 

to do it often and in different forms because people hear things differently.  I will never forget one 

Sunday after church when someone came up to me and said, “I really wished that you had made an 

announcement about the upcoming  event.” I looked at her with a smile and said, “I did, and it is in the 

bulletin as well.” What happened?  Where was the break down?  Maybe she was distracted that day? Her 

mind and thoughts were somewhere else and that is ok.  It was a good reminder to me to communicate 

often and to never assume that people know what is going on. Trust me, I don’t do my best all the time, it 

is a constant work in process.  So, what does this have to do with the church?  Why write about it now?  I 

happen to think that we have a lot of good things happening, that there is a lot of good work being done, 

good opportunities to volunteer and participate and I am afraid that not everyone knows about it.  And 

honestly, that saddens me because I want people to know, I want people to be excited and I want to see 

people getting involved in anyway that they can!  People can’t do that if they don’t know.  And so I need 
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  your help.  If you are serving on a committee, a ministry team, working on a project that means 

something to you, let people know. Even if you don’t need help, how great is it that people know 

what you are doing.   Do people know what your committee or ministry does?  We want to be excited 

with you. Let us! 

To share with people: 

 Write a paragraph and submit it for the Lantern and Weekly News. 

 As the date approaches write something for the bulletin. 

 Make an announcement on Sunday. 

 If it is date sensitive, plan ahead, get the information out ahead of time. 

 Submit a poster or information to Rev. Mike so that it can go on the church’s Facebook page. 

 Write something for the church website and talk to the church office about the best way to get it 
posted. 

To learn about what is going on: 

 Sign up for the Lantern and the Weekly News. 

 Take time to read the bulletin on Sunday or bring it home with you. 

 Like the church’s Facebook page. When you see an event, like and share it so that the word gets 
spread. 

This is important for us but it is also important for us as members of the church but it is also important for 

the community and for those who are church shopping. The first thing that people are going to do is go 

to the website or the Facebook page and they will be asking themselves,  

 “What is the church involved in?   

 What events do they have?  

 What is their mission?  

 Where do they spend their time?” 

Hopefully I haven’t over communicated?  Wait, you can’t do that! Please know that this isn’t a criticism 

about how we do things. It is meant to be a reminder, a nudge, a call to communicate!  The fact that we 

have so much going on and so much to share is a wonderful thing.  It is an opportunity, not a problem. 

As Christians we are called to share and spread the Word of God. What a beautiful way to start by sharing 

things with each other. 

Peace and Blessings my Friends, 

Rev. Mike 

Out of Office Hours 

For the month of June, I will be continuing my out of office hours 
at Dunkin Donuts on Mondays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM. My out of 
office hours will stop for the months of July and August and I will 
be re-evaluating in the fall. I love making house calls so you can 
always mention to me that you would like a visit or reach out to 
the office to set up an appointment. A special meeting at Dunkin 
Donuts or your favorite coffee spot isn't out of the question 
either! 
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Ushers & Greeters  
We have been so pleased with the willingness of everyone to sign up for being ushers or greeters for 
each Sunday.  Thank you for being so willing to serve the church in this way.    There is a new sign up post-
er by the door to the kitchen for June and September.  (In the summer we worship at Little River.)  
Please sign up for one Sunday or several Sundays, whatever works for you.  OR call Joan Cuetara 964-
8343 or Hope Miller 964-5948.    

Mary’s Music Notes 
I would like to give special thanks to the choir, Joanne O'Connor for 

playing flute, Deb Eaton for her beautiful solo in May, and the 

congregation. 
 

Looking towards the summer, please consider being part of our summer  

music program.  You can sing or play an instrument, or both.  I am happy to  accompany songs and/or sing 

with you. Please sign up for the Sunday you prefer. 
 

I am looking to have a larger group of tone chime players who I can call on periodically to play in church.   

To that end, I will be offering weekly tone chime rehearsals this summer.  They will happen on Sundays, 

after the Little River service, but back at the big church.  I have been playing hand bells since I was in high 

school.  They really are fun to play, and you will be taught how to read rhythm as well as how to play.   

Please consider joining us.  We will play at North Hill Parish (the big church) in early September. 
 

Musically yours, 
Mary Oliver 

 

 

 

June 2:  Youth Mission Trip Sunday 

Altar Flowers:  Amy Pruszenski 

Ushers & Greeters:  Members from Youth Mission 
Trip 

Children are invited to remain in worship 

Worship Committee Meeting 
 

June 9:  Pentecost Sunday 

Strengthen the Church Special Offering 

Altar Flowers:  Hope Miller 

Ushers & Greeters:  Christine & Allan Scholtz 

Hands-On Learning w/ Ms. Pam 

 

June 16:   

Altar Flowers:  Nancy-Jane Luff 

Hands-On Learning w/ Ms. Pam 
 

June 23:   

Altar Flowers:  Bettiann Donahue 

Hands-On Learning w/Ms. Pam 

Church Council Meeting 

Member in Discernment Mtg. 
 

June 30: 

Altar Flowers:  Claverie Trust Fund 

Ushers & Greeters:  Bonnie & Dick Cote 

Hands-On Learning w/Ms. Pam 
 

Worship Leader:  

Wendy McLaughlin 

Sundays 
In JUNE 
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Faith Formation  
There is so much that I need to cover for June! To start, The first Sunday is 
Communion & Youth Mission Trip Sunday. The second Sunday is Pentecost 
and I will not be in church this Sunday, so I need two volunteers to take over 
for me. Everything will be planned and set up ahead of time before I leave. 
The 16th is Father’s Day. The 23rd we will be discussing the topic of being in 
God’s Presence and also preparing for the 30th of June, which is....  

 
“Celebration Sunday” 
and we are planning a 
special service with the children! There will be a 
recognition celebration as well for all our wonderful 
volunteers who help make Hands-On Learning a 
possibility!!  
 

Big News! As the congregation starts to prepare 
Little River Chapel for July and August services, we 
start to get excited for summer plans. Although the 
church doesn’t close for the summer, things sure do 
slow down. Many committees and ministry teams 
take a break as people vacation and enjoy the 
summer weather. It is a time to refresh and renew. 
This year we will be trying something different. I will 
be taking July and August off as Faith Formation 

Coordinator. This will mean that there will be no Hands-On Learning for July and August. I will be going to 
church but as a member of the congregation. I look forward 
to gathering with the children again in the fall.  
 
Other Big News Horton Center Vacation Bible Camp will be 
close by this year!!! Camp will be in session August at the 
Pilgrim Church in Brentwood!! I have handouts with all the 
information available.  
 
Blessings!!  
Pamela Sullivan Faith Formation Coordinator  
 

CPR/AED Adult/Child Training - June 11, 
2019 
Will Taber from the North Hampton Fire Department Emergency Services has offered to share his 
expertise and offer a CPR/AED Certificate Training at UCC North Hampton for its parishioners and user 
groups.  There is no charge for this valuable training to be held Tuesday, June 11, 2019 6 - 8 PM in the 
O’Connor Vestry.  Participants will receive an official American Heart Association Certificate for 
completion of the CPR/AED  Adult/Child Training Course 

If Interested please see Janet Sanborn or call (603-964-8568)  to sign-up in advance.   Space is limited to 12 

persons. 

 

 

Children give handmade gifts to North Hampton’s 
First Responders. 
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UCC Book Club 
The book club held a gathering in May, graciously hosted 
by Gail Hiltunen, to discuss An American Marriage by 
Tayari Jones. Come join us, we are always looking for new 
members! 

June 8th: Hostess: Jane Boesch - The House We Grew Up 
In by Lisa Jewell 

July 20th: Hostess: Nancy Bergeron at Hedding Campground - Virginia Hall, The Subject of "A Woman of 
No Importance" Was Anything But by Genevieve Valentine 

Italian Dinner! 
Through Seminary, I have been 
given a spot on a study tour to 
Israel and Palestine. I’m very 
excited but need a little help to 
get there. The church is 
generously allowing me to host a 
church supper to raise funds.  
This will be open to the whole 
church and the community.  
Please come and bring your 
friends! 
  

 When:  Saturday June 1st from 
5 pm  - 7 pm 

 Where: UCC North Hampton, 
O’Connor Vestry 

 What: Italian dinner with 
Gluten free and vegetarian 
options available. 

 

 How Much: Free Will 
Donations welcome. 

  

If you have any questions or need 
transportation please let me 
know. 
  

Deb Eaton, 603-5311-1014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 8 

6:30 PM 

Movie Title  

To be announced. 

Stay Tuned! 

Free Popcorn! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 21, 2019 

6:30 PM performer sign in 

6:45 PM the show will start 

 

Saturday, June 22 

6:30 PM 

Come have fun playing 
Family Feud and bring your 

friends 

There will be light snacks 
provided. 
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Thank You! 

Bill Boesch and the Tharps thank you for your years 

of support while we were allowed to oversee the 

senior high mission trip program. We could not 

have done it without your generosity, both spiritual 

&  financial (pies, hams, Krispy Kreme donuts, Twelfth Night Dinners, then Celebration of Love dinners 

and then Celebration of Spring dinners). We hope to see you Sunday, June 2nd, as our senior high youth 

share what this program has meant to them, especially on this year's trip to Atlanta, Georgia. See you 

then.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

End 68 Hours of Hunger 
 End 68 Hours of Hunger:  Look for an exciting opportunity to assist our 6 local North Hampton families 
throughout the summer; details to follow.  

 
 

The last meeting of the program year will be,  

1 pm Wednesday, June 5th, in the OCV.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Seacoast Family Promise Charity Golf Tournament  

on  June 3 at Pease Golf Course  

1 PM Shotgun Scramble, Hole in One Contest, Putting Contest 

Course Prizes 

followed by a delicious dinner & Silent Auction   

Something extra will be offered to local faith community  

teams! 

www.seacoastfamilypromise.org/2019-golf-tournament 

Missions 
 

http://www.seacoastfamilypromise.org/2019-golf-tournament
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Zimbabwe Missions Update from Janet Sanborn 
Our Ukama Partners at Emerald Church UCCZ  and the  Eastern District of Zimbabwe, as well as Mozam-

bique and Malawi, experienced a devastating cyclone (Idai) in March, 2019.  It was the worst cyclone on 

record.  Over a thousand lives were lost and thousands are still missing.   
 

Connie Littlefield  from Wakefield First Congregational Church  and President of the non -profit organiza-

tion, Project Kuchengetedza Zviwanikwa ( www.projectkz.org.) left in April, 2019 to carry financial and 

humanitarian aid to Chipinge District, as well as other areas.  Connie gave $500.00 cash from North Hamp-

ton UCC directly to Joyman Pfukwa and Mrs. Matsairare, leaders at Emerald UCCZ.   On Easter Sunday 

church members joyfully acknowledged our gift.  Please see photos below of the devastation due to the 

cyclone. To the right is a picture of parishioners from Emerald church holding the donation they received 

from UCC North Hampton. 
 

An additional $500.00 was given to Connie to use as she deemed necessary on this humanitarian visit. She 

will be returning home Saturday, May 25, 2019 and anticipates  returning to Zimbabwe in August, 2019. 
 

The partnership with Emerald Church UCCZ and UCC North Hampton was one of the first established by 

the NH Conference UCC in 1999.  Now  42 NH UCC Churches have partner Churches in Zimbabwe.  The NH 

Conference UCC is presently conducting regional potluck suppers to keep NH UCC partner churches up-

dated concerning our Ukama friends and families. 

http://www.projectkz.org
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Betty Coyne, a beloved member of UCCNH 

January 19, 1929 - May 2, 2019 
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… God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young shall see visions, and your old shall dream dreams. … –– Acts 2: 17 (NRSV)  
 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 
congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just 
world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. In 2018, your support:  
 Increased church vitality by awarding 12 grants totaling $350,000 through the New and Renewing 

Spiritual Communities program.  
 Ensured excellence in ministry through the completion of the Habakkuk group and the Manual on 

Ministry.  
 Worked to alleviate poverty through the Adese Fellowship program for spiritual entrepreneurship.  
 Strengthened your local church through the services provided by the UCC conference.  
 

Please join us in planting the seeds needed to grow and sustain our denomination by making a gift to the 
Strengthen the Church offering.   This offering is split 50/50 between the national UCC and NHCUCC.  
NHCUCC uses it for local church youth ministries.  We will collect this offering on June 9th, Pentecost 
Sunday. 

 
Horton Center Camp and Retreat Center, a ministry of the NH Conference of the United 
Church of Christ, is located in the heart of the White Mountains, where spectacular beauty 
abounds.  Experience God’s creation in this “thin” place between heaven and earth.  Make 
new friends, explore your faith, take risks, have the time of your life.  Come be part of the 

Horton Center family!  
 

One of the many camp opportunities:  “Getting Started”  Join us for a special, half-week camp designed 
for younger campers to experience Horton Center for the first time! Make great, new friends! Meet your 
fantastic Deans and Counselors! Do awesome activities with staff! Participate in amazing outdoor worship 
on Chapel Rock! What are you waiting for? Let’s get started!! 

When:  June 30th to July 3rd, Sun to Wed 

Who Can Go:  Campers Entering Grades 3 & 4 

Event Fee:  $235.00 - $325.00 (Tiered pricing available) 

To Register:  www.hortoncenter.org 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
5 pm  
Community  
Italian Dinner 
(OCV) 

2Youth Mission 

Sunday 

8 am Men’s  
Breakfast (OCV) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour  
11:30 am Worship 
Committee (B) 
7 pm Boy Scout 
planning (B) 

310 am Coffee 

with Rev. Mike 
(TBD) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
(C) 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
(G) 

4 

9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
7 pm Seacoast 
BISG (OCV) 

5 

1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
(OCV) 

6 9 am Fitness 

Group (OCV) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

7 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 

8 
9 am UCC Book 
Group (Boesch’s 
home) 
6:30 pm Movie 
Night (OCV) 

9 Pentecost 

Strengthen the 
Church Offering 

8 am Men’s Break-
fast (OCV) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship (S) 
AW Coffee Hour  
5 pm Boy Scout 
Court of Honor 
(OCV,K) 

10 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (TBD) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts’ Games 
(Whole Church) 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
(G) 

11 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 
6 -8 pm AED 
Training (OCV) 

12 
11:30 am Ladies 
Union luncheon 
(Old Salt) 

13 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
 

14 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 

15 
9 am Little River 
Clean Up 

16 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (OCV) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour  

17 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (TBD) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 

18 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

19 20 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
 

21 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 
6:30 pm  Open 
Mic Nite (OCV) 

22 
9 am Little River 
Clean Up (RAIN 
DATE) 
6:30 pm Family 
Feud Night (OCV) 

23 
8 am Men’s  
Breakfast (OCV) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour  
11:30 am Church 
Council (B) 
11:30 am Member 
in Discernment 
Meeting (B) 

24 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (TBD) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 

25 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

26 27 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
 

28 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 

29 

30 Celebration                            

Sunday 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (OCV) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour  

      

June 2019 

Bulletin & Weekly E-News  
Announcements due weekly 

on  
Wednesdays 

Lantern Articles Due June 17 
 

 B:  Budd Room 

 C: Charrier Hall 

 G:  Gold Classroom 

 GR:  Garden Room 

 M:  Music Room 

 OCV:  O’Connor Vestry 

 PR:  Prayer Room 

 P:  Pastor’s Office 

 S:  Sanctuary 

Lantern articles due 



The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church com-
munity informed of ministries and programs of UCC NH 
and also to report upon our life together.  The deadline 
for the Lantern is the third Monday of the month and 
submissions can be in the form of email 
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a 
typed/handwritten note.   

 

If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us 
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or 

Staff 
 

Pastor & Teacher  Rev. Michael Gelsomini 

Music Director   Mary Oliver 

Faith Formation Coordinator Pamela Sullivan 

Administrative Assistant Ellen Dozet 

Treasurer   Joanne O’Connor 

Assistant Treasurer  Hope Miller 

 The United Church of Christ 

 295 Atlantic Avenue 

 North Hampton, NH  03862 

 603-964-8687 

 adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s  Journey You are Welcome Here” 


