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2021 Faith Promise and Gratitude in the year 2020

That sounds silly doesn’t it, gratitude in the year 2020? As I prepared to write this year’s Faith Promise letter, 
it came to me that there has been so much to be grateful for in this bewildering year. A year filled with a 
relentless pandemic, protests for social justice, along with unsettling decisions needed to be made about 
reopening schools and how to protect those in long term care facilities, plus political divisions, and 
disagreements on masks or no masks.

As many of you know, my mother Milly Frye, has been in “lock down” at her long-term care facility since 
February. Pre Covid-19 I connected with my Mom 3-4 times a week. Since Covid-19 I have connected with her 
1-3 times per day - telephone calls, Zoom, and window visits – where we play cribbage through a window. In 
many ways we have grown closer, expressed our love more frequently, and better appreciate every moment 
we share. And Milly has appreciated all the greeting cards sent her way to lift her day. This is just one example 
of something to be grateful for in these challenging times. Thank you.

In our church community, I sense a renewed sense of community, sense of service and a strong need to stay 
connected. Rev. Mike has done an exceptional job providing opportunities to connect through zooms, one-on-
one meetings in the Serenity Garden and Virtual and Parking Lot church services shared on Facebook. The 
Fellowship team has even provided bingo games. The book club gathered in the Serenity Garden to discuss 
their latest book selection. Our church was able to participate with Seacoast Family Promise by providing 
meals. We have had to be creative but none of us have given up. Remember the Auto Parade to send Ellen 
Dozet off to retirement? For the past three months we have been able to financially support four families who 
might not have made it through the summer otherwise. Thank you!

Early in the pandemic a Care Team was created by Rev. Mike. People have been connecting through phone 
calls, Facebook and Nancy Beveridge delivered home cooked meals to every family in the church community. 
Rev. Mike has conducted a marriage, a vow renewal, a baptism and sadly, a funeral for one of our members. I 
know I am grateful for how Rev. Mike has given so much of himself these past several months, including 
working with Mike Higgins to help us provide our church services through better technology. The church has 
continued to be the church, although be it in new and different ways.

And our church has continued to thrive both spiritually and financially through-out this pandemic. Thank you 
to all who have honored your Faith Promises through mailed, church service or online offerings. Thanks to all 
who did not sign up for faith promise, who are not members of the church , but continue to financially support 
its missions. We now have over 60% of Faith Promises processed through the Vanco online Direct Giving.

As we all look forward to next year, hopefully a year to leave this historic pandemic behind us, please take 
time to discern, through prayer, about your 2021 Faith Promise. For your convenience please see the attached 
form to be returned to the church and to maintain anonymity, you can return it without a return address. 
Please consider using the Vanco online Direct Giving option (https://www.uccnorthhampton.org/give). I look 
forward to the day when we can all gather together physically again as a church community. In the meantime, 
we will continue to be the church sharing the good news of God’s love and extravagant welcome.

Blessings,

Nancy Bergeron
Church Council Finance chair

United Church of Christ in North Hampton                                        295 Atlantic Ave. North Hampton, NH  03862
“No matter who you are or where you are in life, you are welcome here.”



Faith Promise – 2020 style!

The Instructions are going to be a bit different. Although the church requests your Faith Promise giving amount for the 2021 operating budget, we 
wish to maintain your anonymity of your Faith Promise to God. Please follow the guidance below:

 Faith Promise To God: This section is yours to keep

 Faith Promise to the Church: Please return this section by dropping in the offering plate, drop off at the church or mail to the church. This 
information is important for the Treasurer to make sure you receive a year-end statement for tax purposes.

 Your Faith Promise Record: This is the section that should be anonymous but is important for the church to establish the church budget for 
the next year. Please drop in the offering plate, drop off at the church or mail in an envelope with no return address. 

Note: Although we encourage Online Giving, Checks and Cash are welcome. Please connect with the Church Administrator for a church envelope 
number (we no longer provide the envelopes) to use with your offerings to receive your year-end statement if your giving is in the form of cash. 

Thank you and Blessings!


