
The United Church of Christ in North Hampton 

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor 
Can you tell that summer is over and that we are now into fall? 

Although summer is my favorite season, fall is a strong second.  I 

love the smell of the fall air, the smell of apple pies baking and the 

sight of the beautiful colors on the trees. Most of all though, I think 

I love the energy and the buzz in the church as we all gather back 

from summer vacations and lazy days on the beach. I never thought 

of it until now but in many ways, fall is the springtime of the church 

as programs and activities ramp up again. I don’t know if you have 

noticed but we have a lot of different ministries and programs here 

at UCCNH. Everything from hosting Seacoast Family Promise, 68 

Hours of Hunger to our Prayer Shawl Ministry, Game & Movie 

Nights, Faith Formation, Buildings and Grounds and the list goes on. 

We are truly blessed to have so many opportunities to serve. There 

are so many people serving already and I have the feeling that 

some would like to serve but aren’t sure how or even how to go 

about it. If you are one of those people, I would love to talk to you 

more about that. God gives us all so many gifts and what a perfect 

time of year to pause, pray and reflect on how it is that God is 

calling you to use yours.  

Looking ahead, I pray that God will guide us as we strive to live into 

our discipleship, both as individuals and a faith community.  

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Mike 
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October 
Events 

 

10/2  Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 begins 

10/3  Marcia Forrest back 

 leading physical fitness 

 group 

10/5  Pet Blessing 

10/5  Game Night 

10/6  Rev. Gordon Rankin 

 Preaching 

10/6   World Communion 

 Sunday 

10/6  Neighbors in Need 

 Special Offering 

10/6  Host Rockingham 

 Association meeting 

10/8  Bible Study begins 

10/12  Movie Night 

10/13   Karaoke Fundraiser 

10/18  Open Mic Night 

10/19  UCC Book Group 

10/20 Ukama Sunday 

10/27  Confirmation Begins 
 

Fall Events 
 

11/2     Ladies Union Fall Fair 
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Fundraising continues for this project to update and re-furbish the Budd Room.  The 
September / October calendar fundraiser is underway.  Thank you to all who have 
purchased calendars, and to those Budd Room Blooms committee members who have 
organized the calendar sale.   We are more than halfway to our financial goal for the final 
project which is slated to begin in June 2020.  Donations may be received through Spring 
2020.  Look for more information in the months to follow, including a detailed plan for the 
new Budd Room. 

If anyone is interested in joining the committee, please speak with Rev Mike or any 
committee member. 

 Budd Room Blooms Committee: 

 Rev Mike 

 Sara Gelsomini 

 Vicki Grady 

 Gail Hiltunen 

 Chris and Jim Kelsey 

 Joanne O’ Connor 

 Cheryl and Paul Nichols 

 Marilyn Wanyo 

Church News 

Thank You! 
Linda Sherouse has graciously accepted to fill the open council spot after Marilyn Wanyo 
had to step down due to personal responsibilities she needed to attend to.  Thank you   
Linda for accepting the clerk’s position. 

Columbus Day, October 14, 
the church will be closed. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 1 PM  in the O'Connor 
Vestry. 

We welcome new knitters, crocheters and weavers!   

We are grateful for the Ladies Union's support of this ministry.  Their generous donation has 
allowed us to purchase a new supply of yarn for our fall knitting. 

If you are aware of anyone who would be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl, please contact: 

Gail Hiltunen @ 964-6909, Judy Hawes @ 964-2247 or Carol McCarthy @ 772-3692 

Fall Opportunities 

Bible Study Opportunity 
We will be having a very informal Bible study for 4 weeks in the month of October. We will 
gather on Tuesday Nights from 6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Budd Room to look at the upcoming 
week’s scripture. There is no need to sign up. Please take a moment to read the Bible passage 
ahead of time and come prepared to talk about what it is saying to you and what insights that 
you came away with. 

The focus scriptures will be: 
October 8th  -  Luke 17: 11 - 19 
                 15th  - Luke 18: 1 - 8 
                22nd  - Luke 18: 9 - 14 
                29th  - Luke 19: 1 - 10 
 

No previous experience required. 
 

I hope to see you there. 
Blessings, 
Rev Mike 

The Ladies Book Club will meet at Gail Hiltunen's for brunch and our book discussion 

on October 19th at 9 AM. We will be discussing A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell 

and begin our discussion on Pachinko by Min Jin Lee. We will be continuing our discussion on 

Pachinko at our November 16th gathering.  Please check the weekly church email for more 

information about upcoming gatherings and book selections.  
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Church News Neighbors in Need Special Offering - October 6 

As you may know, Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering 
that supports the ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of Neighbors in Needs 
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Local 
Church Ministries (JLCM) to provide grants for a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct service projects.  

World Communion Sunday and Name Tags - October 6 

On October 6th we will be celebrating world communion Sunday with breads from around 
the world. On that day we will also be hosting the Rev. Gordon Rankin. Rev. Rankin is our 
New Hampshire Conference Minister. Please wear your name tags that day! It will be 
helpful to Rev. Rankin and also to our communion servers. 

Rockingham Association Meeting  1:30 PM - October 6 

This is one of two yearly meetings of churches in our area.  Each year  
we elect delegates to attend these meetings and they have voting rights.   
This particular meeting is a bit special because following it will be an 
Ecclesiastical Council for a woman who wishes to become a minister.  Deb  
Eaton, our Member in Discernment, will go through the same process when she finishes 
her degree. All are invited to attend.  This would be an easy way to see what Deb has  in her 
future! 

Thank You for the Opportunity 
After much thought and prayer over the past few years, I have decided to retire at the end 
of June in 2020.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve UCCNH as  the Administrative 
Assistant for 12+ years.  I have learned a lot and have been blessed to get to know so many 
of you personally throughout the years.  We are a fine congregation and I say “we” 
because I intend to stay here at UCCNH and continue my membership of 45+ years.  Many 
administrative assistants in churches nationwide find it necessary to leave a church either 
during or after working in my role.  But you have never made me feel that way. You are 
great employers and I do not feel it necessary at all, in fact I look forward to being a 
parishioner “only” again.  

I will miss working directly with the staff as they are a fine bunch of individuals and it brings 
me great joy each day to work with them.  I know this will be an opportunity for the church  
to find someone who will help Rev. Mike’s and our congregation’s ministry grow in new 
and exciting ways.  Rev. Mike has been an inspiration to me and I am sorry we won’t have 
more years to work together.  Thank you all so very much.  Ellen Dozet 

October 6! 
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October is a beautiful time of the year with the changes of leaves, weather 
and events.  Faith Formation is also going through some changes as well.  We 
have moved out of the “Hands-On Learning” play time mixed with a spiritual 
message, to a more formal Sunday School spiritual teaching with a mix of fun 
hands-on learning. Instead of Hands-On Learning the program will 
be called “Faith Finders”!!!! 
 

So here is the idea: 
 New classroom curriculum, means More Structure. 
 More Structure means a seamless transition for volunteers. 
 More volunteers means more time I have to worship in services and able 

to focus on the big picture. 
 

The Big Picture: 
God is the core of our being.  Children are learning that God is always a part of 
their lives which will allow them to know that they are never alone even when 
they are adults. 
 

Questions: 
 What is the connection to our surroundings with God? 
 I know it is a cliche, but seriously, “what would Jesus do?” 
 How do we keep grounded? 
 

It would be so much harder to answer these questions if we are not taught 
the lessons of Jesus and the Bible, the 
life manual book. 
 

We are Faith Finders! 
 

October Outline 
October 6: 
 World Communion Sunday 
 Children will be invited to bring communion bread from different regions 

of the world as part of the service. 
October 13:  The children will be participating in our Faith Promise campaign 
during worship as they share with us what it is about their church that they 
love so much. 
October 20:  I will be offering Volunteer Orientation after coffee hour fol-
lowing church services .  Our focus will be How Faith Persists. 
October 27:  Our focus will be how “God welcomes and accepts all people”. 
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Ladies Union News 

FALL FAIR  November 2, 2018, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
The Ladies Union is looking for volunteers to help the day of the Fair to support each table.  Please 
consider helping at one of the tables and at the same time enjoying each other’s company.  Other 
ways you can help: donations of handcrafts, jewelry, silent auction items, Choice Treasure items, 
Soup-to-Go, gently used puzzles, food items for the kitchen luncheon.  Please NO books this year. 

The Ladies Union appreciates any and all contributions and donations.  Donations of home baked 
goods including jams and pickles, cookies (for cookie walk), and items for silent auction will be 
gratefully accepted Friday, November 1 after noon in the Vestry.  Choice Treasures can be left, 
anytime during office hours or on Sunday mornings.  Please have someone unlock the nursery so 
that you can put your items there.  Crafts should be brought to the church office.  PLEASE LABEL 
FOR CRAFT TABLE.   

Any Jewelry donations can be left at any time in the Church Office during the hours it is open or 
given to Hope.  

If you own a business or feel comfortable in asking, gift certificates for the Silent Auction would 
be greatly welcomed. 

The Fair will be a wonderful opportunity for all the church and community to take part in.  Please 
put November 2 on your calendar and join the fun. 

Contact Joan Cuetara or Hope Miller to volunteer and ask questions. 
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Pastor’s Sabbath 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

Bulletin & Weekly E-News  

Announcements due weekly on  

Wednesdays 
 

Lantern Articles Due Oct 21. 

Legend: 

 B:  Budd Room 

 C: Charrier Hall 

 G:  Gold Classroom 

 GR:  Garden Room 

 M:  Music Room 

 OCV:  O’Connor Vestry 

 PR:  Prayer Room 

 P:  Pastor’s Office 

 S:  Sanctuary 

Pastor’s Sabbath 



The Lantern is published monthly to keep our 
church community informed of ministries 
and programs of UCC NH and also to report 
upon our life together.  The deadline for the 
Lantern is the third Monday of the month 
and submissions can be in the form of email 
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) 
or a typed/handwritten note.   

 

Staff 
 

Pastor & Teacher  Rev. Michael Gelsomini 

Music Director   Mary Oliver 

Faith Formation Coordinator Pamela Sullivan 

Administrative Assistant Ellen Dozet 

Treasurer   Joanne O’Connor 

Assistant Treasurer  Hope Miller 

 The United Church of Christ 

 295 Atlantic Avenue 

 North Hampton, NH  03862 

 603-964-8687 

 adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s  Journey You are Welcome Here” 


