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The Lantern 
A Light unto our Path... 

 

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor 
 

"The gifts Christ gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ." - Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

I love this time of year! Football particularly, the Patriots are in full swing. The leaves are bursting with 
beautiful colors, the air is crisp and cool. For me the month of November is a time to celebrate and 
remember the summer while at the same time, recognizing with gratitude all of the gifts and blessings 
that we have been given by God. 
 

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he reminds us that we have all been given gifts by Christ, through the 
Holy Spirit. That’s right, each and everyone of us has received a gift from Christ. I don’t know about you 
but I think that is pretty exciting. In addition, each has been given a different gift! Why? For the purpose 
of ministry to build up the body of Christ. That is something that we can all be thankful for! 
 

When we receive a gift from someone what is the first thing that we usually do? That’s right, we send a 
thank you card or note. So how can we thank God for our many blessings and the gifts that we have 
received? By using them! By using them in service to God through our ministry. I’m not sure if you have 
thought about it this way or not but do you realize that everything that you do in service to the church is 
ministry? That’s right! When you serve as a Greeter, an Usher or on a committee you are doing ministry!  
 

Part of our calling as disciples of Jesus, as Christians is to serve through our ministry. As a church family 
we need many ministries with different gifts to allow us to minister to the community and the world. In 
preparation for next year, the planning committee is going to be looking for people to serve. If you 
receive a call from them I would ask that you prayerfully consider it. Thinking of a way that you might be 
able to serve? Reach out to them or to me. One of the reasons I have found that people hesitate to serve 
is that they can’t be at every meeting or every event. I am here to tell you that it’s ok. Please don’t let that 
hold you back.  
 

Let us all join together, bringing our individual gifts, talents and dreams as we serve our God knowing that 
when we do, we are saying thank you God for our many gifts and blessings! 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Mike 
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Sundays in November 
Worship Leader:  Jo-Jo Nadeau 

11/4 All Saints/Communion Sunday 

 Youth are invited to remain in worship for com-
munion 

 Flowers:  Deb Eaton 

 Apple Pie Sales during Coffee Hour 

11/11 Faith Promise Continues 

 Hands On Learning in the Garden Room 

 Flowers:  White Trust Fund 

 Apple Pie Sales during Coffee Hour 

11/18 Thanksgiving Sunday - Faith Promise Commit-
ment 

 Hands On Learning in the Garden Room 

 Flowers:  Thank you to all who will donate food 
for the altar 

 Pick up apple pies during Coffee Hour 

 Church Council Meeting after coffee hour 

11/25  

 Hands On Learning in the Garden Room 

 Flowers: ? 

 Greening of the Church after coffee hour 

I am so grateful for the 
talented people in this 
church.  Special thanks 
go to each choir member, 
Joanne O'Connor for her fabulous 
flute playing, Tim Kollmorgen for leading the 
drum circle, and John Sillay and Jim Kelsey for 
playing guitar the end of October, plus the con-
gregation for joining in singing each Sunday.  Lin-
da Sherouse and Janet Sanborn helped to plan 
our Ukama Service.  I appreciate Marilyn Wanyo, 
John Martin and Joanne O'Connor organizing the 
music at the end of each service.  Ellen Dozet 
does so much organizing me (literally) and put-
ting my information into the bulletin each 
week.  Thank you all for your many blessings. 

Musically yours, 
Mary Oliver 

Office Closed: 
November 2 
November 22 & 23 
 

Church Closed: 
November 12 
November 22 
 

New Due Dates: 
Bulletin Announcements due 
Tuesday, Oct. 30 for Nov. 4 bulle-
tin 

Lantern Articles for December are 
due November 12 

 

Bulletin Announcements for the 
Nov. 25 bulletin are due Monday, 
Nov. 19. 
 

Office Open Monday through 
Wednesday November 19 - 21.   

 
 

Greening the Church 
This year, we will be decorating the 
Sanctuary and Vestry for the 
Christmas season on Sunday, No-
vember 25, after the Worship Ser-
vice and coffee hour.  All who 
would like to help are encouraged 
to participate.  It will be a fun time 
to prepare for the Advent  season 
together!   If you can lead this deco-
rating team  please see Chris Kelsey.   

We will have  wreaths and supplies available.  
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Thanksgiving Altar 
Thanksgiving Sunday is November 18th.  Be thoughtful of sharing 
this fall’s bounty.  Please remember how our church faithfully 
gives our blessed collection of vegetables for the hungry.  We al-
ways glorify our altar with the many donations for Thanksgiving 
dinners through Rockingham Community Action. RCA distributes 
supplies for these dinners. 
These items may be left in the chancel on Saturday morning, No-
vember 17th, to be arranged for Sunday morning worship. 

It is APPLE PIE time once again!   
The senior high youth will be taking orders for apple 
pies to benefit our mission trip to Atlanta, Georgia, 
where we will take part in the D.O.O.R. program. We 
will take orders after church during the fellowship time 
when you will also be able to taste a sample!  Pies are 
$12.00 each and will be 
available for pick-up 
after church on Novem-
ber 18th. A limited num-
ber of gluten free pies 
are available for $15.  

Giving at Thanksgiving!   
We will be collecting turkeys and hams this 
year for families in need through the 
Seacoast Food Pantry.  The collection date 
is November 18th.  Please bring your 
turkeys or hams to church that morning to 
the designated table in the vestry.  They 
will be delivered shortly after the church 
service.   
See Wendy Crowley 
or Sherri Amjad with 
any questions. 

Giving at Christmas!   
Watch for our Christmas tree stars 
in the vestry this year starting the 
week after Thanksgiving.  Our gifts 
will be going to Seacoast Family 
Promise and Rockingham  
Community Action to be distributed 
to local children in need.  More de-
tails to follow. See 
Wendy Crowley or 
Sherri Amjad with 
any questions. 
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UCC Book Club 
The Book club met at Jane Boesch's home in 
October to discuss Little Fires Everywhere by 
Celeste Ng. The book club meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. to discuss 
the current book selection, share some light 
refreshments and select our next readings.  

We are looking for new members and invite 
anyone interested to join us on November 17th in 
the Budd Room to see what we are all about. 
Come whether you have read the book or 
not. There will be light refreshments!  
 

Our upcoming book selections are listed below. 
Please feel free to join us. 

 November 17th - place TBD - The Traitor’s Wife 
by Allison Pataki 

 December 15th - place TBD - Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 

 January 19th - place TBD - Jayber Crow by 
Wendel Berry 

Come one, come all, bring your  
family and friends!   

Entertain us or be entertained. 
 

What is Open Mic? 

An open mic or open mike (derived from the 
expression "open microphone") is a live show at 
a coffeehouse, nightclub, club institution or 
pub at which audience members who are ama-
teur performers or professionals who want to 
try out new material or plug an upcoming show 
are given the opportunity to perform. We pro-
vide the performer with a stool, and micro-
phone which is plugged into a PA system, to 
make the individual's performance loud enough 
for the audience to hear. Often the performers 
arrive a bit early to sign up in advance for a time 
slot with the host who is John Sillay, our master 
of ceremonies. John will screen potential candi-
dates for suitability for the venue and give indi-
viduals a time to perform in the show. These 
events are focused on performance arts like po-
etry and spoken word, music (often singer-
songwriters who accompany themselves on gui-
tar or piano), magic and comedy. We have had 
participants as young as 6 years and others in 
their 80's entertain us. Audience participation is 
always a favorite.   Our Open Mic does not have 
a cover charge but we do have a basket for do-
nations where we split the profits with the pri-
mary performer of the evening. 

Next Open Mic ~Nov 16th 

We hope to see you there!    

Respectfully, Deb Sillay ~Vitality Committee 

 
 

Will meet again on November 14 
11 a.m. 

In the Vestry 
All women are welcome 

Bring a bag lunch -  
beverages and dessert provided 

Love a Parade? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institution
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Hands-On Learning  
It has taken some work but our Special Agents of God program is up and running!  
As always my ideas are taking on a life of their own.  Let me explain, I tend to create a program and as I 
listen to the responses of children, members of the congregation and Rev. Mike, new ideas and lessons 
come to light, building upon the original program.   These kind of “come to light”, so to speak; lessons 
are my favorite.   I was researching the secret agent spy activities so I could better act out Special Agents 
of God.  My mission that I so chose, was to somehow translate secret agent information into Christian 
lessons.  It was amazing what I found.  Who knew that fingerprints are mentioned in the Bible!  Who 
knew there is a piece of art called “Gods’ Fingerprint”!!  
  

I would like my readers to understand that I call our program “Special Agents of God” not “Secret 
Agents of God” because being Christian should not be a secret.  Also I do not want to teach the children 
to keep secrets from their families.  I do mess up sometimes and say  “secret” to them but quickly 
correct myself blurting out, “Special”.   This said, there is an amazing thrill and focus as we practice our 
sleuth-like skills.  We do have secret codes on our badges that give exciting explanations to the meaning 
of them.  You may find us moving throughout the church in a way that keep us from being detected as 
we find clues about our lesson of the day.  We are also in the field to detect people who do random acts 
of kindness as well as keeping our eyes open to those who may need help.  We are training to keep our 
eyes open for something on the floor that needs to be picked up, a door that could be opened for an 
elderly person, someone who might need help carrying their heavy load and other ways in which we can 
help?  In October, we used our hands, that we scanned to enter headquarters, to write to children in 
Zimbabwe who would love to know that we are praying for them.  A note to our congregation: you may 
spot our team of agents in church and we may want to go undetected but please know we will appear 
and would love to answer any questions of your questions about our mission.   
  

The children will have more opportunities to participate in the Sanctuary.  Sunday November 4th is 
Communion Sunday and we are asking children to please bring their bag of Halloween candy with them.  
It would be helpful to know how much is in each bag.  We will use the candy to explain tithing.  What 
would 10% look like?  If you had 30 pieces of candy in a bag you would shut your eyes, reach in the bag 
and pull out 3 pieces of candy.  This candy is what they earned themselves and is now are giving 10% to 
someone who does not have any.  Of course not all young ones may understand this concept so we are 
not going to be taking their candy from them if they are not ready to give it up.  Thank you Nancy for this 
idea!!  
 

Friendly reminders   
This month I will be making sure all registrations are up to date so please fill out forms and return them 
to me.  Forms can be found online at the church’s website or I have copies in my office.  
 

Children are welcome any time!  The Agent of God program is structured in a way so someone who has 
been out for a while or a new child will always feel a part of the lesson and the Special Agent of God 
team.  
   

We have positions for:   
Senior Agents, older kids or young adults  
Junior Agents, our Faith Formation children and friends  
Decoy Agents, the babies  
  

Anyone who needs a distraction from stress, just look and listen to these babies.  I give 
my Great Thanks Givings for working with the Special Agents of God.  Blessings,  Pamela Sullivan  
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November 3, 2018, 9 AM - 2.00 PM 
 
 

The Ladies Union Fall Fair is Saturday, November 3. and is looking for volunteers to help the day of the Fair to support 
each table. Please consider helping at one of the tables and at the same time enjoying each other ’s company. Other ways 
you can help: donations of handcrafts, jewelry, silent auction items, Choice Treasure items, Soup-to-Go, 5 year or less 
used books, gently used puzzles, food items for the kitchen luncheon. There will also be wrapped Gift Baskets. 

 
Tables will be in the Vestry, Budd Room and Garden Room. Many places to shop. There will be Lunch served. Come for 
lunch as you shop.  
 
Ladies to contact for each table: 
Handcrafts--Carolyn Brooks. Jewelry-Joanne Dewhurst. Silent Auction-Anna Pike. Soup-to-Go--Margaret Gray. Books 
and Puzzles--Peggy Brown. Baked Goods-Marty Pound. Cookie Walk--Karen Jones. Kitchen-Betsey Davis and Lydia Estey. 
ChoiceTreasures--Beth Seaverns.  
 
The Ladies Union appreciates any and all contributions and donations. Donations of home baked goods as well as jams 
and pickles, cookies (for cookie walk), and items for silent auction will be gratefully accepted Friday, November 2, after 
noon in the vestry. Please leave books and puzzles in the Budd Room on the back wall the week before the fair. Choice 
Treasures can be left, AFTER the church service on October 28 in the front entry way of the church, being careful not 
to block doorways and stairs. Any choice treasures that do not sell will be donated to a local organization.  Crafts can 
also be left there but please label them for the craft table. Food donations for the kitchen can be left in the container 
outside the office, or if perishable, labeled and left in the 
refrigerator the week before the fair. 
 
If you own a business or feel comfortable in asking, gift certificates for the Silent Auction would be greatly welcomed. 
 
The Fair will be a wonderful opportunity for all the church and community to take part in. Please put November 3 on your 
calendar and join the fun. 
 
Please speak to Hope Miller or Joan Cuetara if you would be willing to help in any way. 
 
Details about set up: 
If you can help the ladies set up please be at church on Friday afternoon at 1 p.m.  If you are helping the day of the fair 
and you can be there at 8:30 a.m. to help set up, especially for the Choice Treasure’s table that would be most helpful. 
 
Also, the fair will be set up in the Vestry on Sunday, November 4 to sell the last of their items.  So if you cannot make it 
to the fair, and we really hope you can, most likely there will be some things left on Sunday and the Silent Auction will 
still be open for bidding. 
 
If you can stay on Sunday to help clean up that would be AWESOME!  So many things to clean up and put away and if 
we had a lot of hands it would make a little bit of work for all. 
 
Thank you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 29 30 
Bulletin Articles 
Due 

31 1 
9 am Fitness 
Group (V) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

2  
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group (V) 
1 pm Set Up for 
Fall Fair (V) 

3 
9 am - 2 pm 
Ladies Union 
Fall Fair (V) 

4 DST Ends 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (V) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour 
(V) 

5 
5 pm Yoga (V) 
7 pm Boy 
Scouts (C) 

6 
  8:30 am Al-Anon 
(V) 
7 pm Seacoast 
BISG (V) 

7 
1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
(V) 

8 
9 am Fitness 
Group (V) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

9 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group (V) 

10 
Rugby Parking 

11 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (V) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour 
(V) 

12  
Church Closed 
Lantern Articles 
Due 
5 pm Yoga (V) 
7 pm Boy 
Scouts (C) 

13 
8:30 am Al-
Anon (V) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

14 
11 am Ladies 
Union (V) 

15 
9 am Fitness 
Group (V) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

16 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group (V) 
6:45 pm Open 
Mic Night (V) 

17 
11 am Apple Pie 
Making (V,K) 

18 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (V) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour 
(V) 

19 
Bulletin  
announcements 
due 

5 pm Yoga (V) 
7 pm Boy 
Scouts (C) 

20 
8:30 am Al-
Anon (V) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

21 22 
Thanksgiving 
 

23 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group (V) 

24 

25 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast (V) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour 
(V) 

26 
5 pm Yoga (V) 
7 pm Boy 
Scouts (C) 

27 
8:30 am Al-
Anon (V) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

28 29 
9 am Fitness 
Group (V) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

30 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group (V) 

 

November 2018 

Church Office Closed 
Church Office 

Open 

Church Office Closed 

Coming in December:  Annual Reports due 12/15 



The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church 
community informed of ministries and programs of 
UCC NH and also to report upon our life together.  
The deadline for the Lantern is the third Monday of 
the month and submissions can be in the form of 
email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a 
typed/handwritten note.   
 

If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us 
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or 

phone (603-964-8687)   Thank you very much. 

Staff 
 

Pastor & Teacher  Rev. Michael Gelsomini 
Music Director   Mary Oliver 
Faith Formation Coordinator Pamela Sullivan 
Administrative Assistant Ellen Dozet 
Treasurer   Deborah Chase 
Assistant Treasurer  Hope Miller 
Sexton    Dick Cote 
Moderator   Rob Wright  
Clerk    Marilyn Wanyo   

 The United Church of Christ 
 295 Atlantic Avenue 
 North Hampton, NH  03862 
 603-964-8687 
 adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org 
 www.uccnorthhampton.org 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s  Journey You are Welcome Here” 

Turn your clocks 
back the night of 

November 3! 


