
The United Church of Christ in North Hampton 

April 2019 

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor 
“Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — Algernon Charles Swinburne 

Looking out at the yard right now everything looks dead. It is hard to believe that under the mud and 
brown that there are flowers waiting to break through.  It can feel like that in life sometimes.  

Sitting down to write this I found myself reflecting on the awful violence in this world. Just recently we 
heard of a shooting at a mosque in New Zealand where 50 people were senselessly killed and many 
others injured. Like the barren yard, it can seem like there is nothing we can do but look out and feel that 
all is lost. That can create feelings of anger, resentment, hate.  It can make us feel like we need to seek 
revenge, respond with violence which devastates the landscape of our society and world even further. 
Yet that isn’t the way of the God we worship, that isn’t the way of Jesus.  We can be different, we must 
be different! 

Every night as the sun goes down I find myself looking up at the church steeple and the light that shines 
from it.  It is one light yet it represents so much. In our Lenten book study, we have been talking about 
the cross as a sign and a symbol. The light at the top of the steeple is a sign of hope to the world. It is a 
reminder to me that Christ’s light breaks through in the darkness and that no matter what is going on in 
the world we are called to be beacons of light and hope, no matter how dark it might be outside. We are 
called to be different, to go against the norm, to love in the face of anger and hatred. 

It isn’t easy. In fact, sometimes it can feel down right impossible. But if not us, then who?  

“Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — Algernon Charles Swinburne 

Blossom by blossom, ministry by ministry, with each single act of kindness and love spring begins, and the 
kingdom of God breaks through. That is what we have control over, that 
is what we can do. It is amazing to me how seeing the first spring blossom 
can change how I am feeling. It is such an incredible sign of new life and 
hope and it all begins, one blossom at a time.  

Yours in the hope and love of Christ, 

Rev. Mike 

The Lantern   
    A Light unto our Path... 
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 April 14:  Palm Sunday: 10 AM service 

April 18:  Maundy Thursday:  6 PM simple soup 
supper in the OCV, Service at 7 PM in the sanctuary 

April 19:  Good Friday:  From 2 - 7 PM the labyrinth 
will be set up in the OCV and there will be prayer 
stations prepared in the Sanctuary and Prayer 
Room. 

April 21:  Easter Sunday:  Sunrise service at North 
Beach (Rev. Mike is preaching)  10 AM worship 
service here.  More details in upcoming bulletins & 
email news. 

Easter Flowers   
If you haven’t ordered your Easter flowers you still may. Email Jane Boesch at wboesch@comcast.net 
You have a choice of daffodils, tulips or lilies for $10 a pot.  The flowers will grace the chancel on Easter 
morning and you can bring them home after the service.  Last day to order is April 5. 
 

Calling All Soup Makers! 
We need you, I know you’re out there because I have personally tasted your wonderful creations!!  We 
are looking for a variety soups, with one or two of them dairy free for those who unable to  have dairy.  
We will be gathering for a light meal of soups on Maundy Thursday, April 18th  at 6 PM, with service 
following at 7 PM. If you could so generously help out by providing a soup the sign-up sheet is on the 
communication table in the OCV. Or email Cheryl Nichols  at cnichols@masscrane.com. Thank you and 
God Bless! 

April 7 

Communion Sunday 

Worship Leader:  Paul or Cheryl Nichols 

Altar Flowers:  Nancy-Jane Luff 

Children are invited to remain in worship 

Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) mtg. 

April 14 

Palm Sunday 

Worship Leader:  Paul or Cheryl Nichols 

Altar Flowers:  Hope Miller 

Hands-On Learning w/ Ms. Pam 

Church Council Meeting at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

April 21 

Easter Sunday 

Worship Leader:  Paul 
or Cheryl Nichols 

Altar Flowers:  Easter Flowers 

Children are invited to remain in worship for   East-
er service 

 

April 28 

Worship Leader:  Paul or Cheryl Nichols 

Altar Flowers:  Lynne Norton 

Hands-On Learning w/Ms. Pam 

AED Training at 11:30 a.m. 

Council Walk Around at noon 

Mock Service at 3 PM 

Sundays 
In april 
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Member in Discernment update 
Being that I am not at UCC NH on as many Sundays as I would like, I thought I would write up a little 
update.  Things are going well with my class, I am taking “Leading Christian Worship.” As part of this class 
I am required to prepare an entire worship service that will be video taped, complete with a 
congregation.  This service will take place on Sunday April 28th at 3 PM.   
Part of the requirement is that there be a congregation,  
so if anyone is available to come that day it would  
be appreciated. 
  

Just an update on school, so far I have taken the following 
courses; “Intro to the Hebrew Bible”, “Intro to Pastoral Care”, 
“Into to Chaplaincy”, “History of Christian Thought” and 
 “Leading Christian Worship”. 
  

I also wanted to take a moment to stop and say thank you to 
both the Church and to Ladies Union for the financial help.  It 
helps tremendously. 
  

Finally, I wanted to thank the congregation for your continued 
support and your prayers as I continue on this journey. 
  

Thanks, 
Deb Eaton 
 

Mary’s Music Notes 
Thank you to Amy Pruszenski for her beautiful solo in March.  I appreciate 
 Joanne O'Connor and her wonderful flute music. 
The choir was blessed to take the time to sing to Meridith Beaman at  
her home and for her funeral. 
Upcoming special music 

April  7 ~ Ellen & Jonna Dozet and Deb Eaton will sing 

April 14 ~ John Martin and the choir will sing 

April 18 ~The choir will sing at the Maundy Thursday service.  This will be followed by a brief choir rehearsal 

April 21 ~ The choir will be joined by Bernie Taylor on trumpet 

April 28 ~ John J. Martin/Stephanie Slabon will sing and Tone Chimes will play 

           3:00 Mock Service ~ Choir will sing 

Tone Chimes Rehearsal Schedule 

           April 7   ~ after church 

           April 14 ~ after church 

           April 28 ~ 9 am 

Please let me know if you'd like to play tone chimes in April. 

Musically yours, 
Mary Oliver 

April 28, 2019 

3 PM 

UCC NH 
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I am excited to work with the children this month. My favorite time of the year. It has 
been wonderful witnessing an increase of participation with children in Hands-On 
Learning.  

Out of the mouths of babes: Question: “Why is it important to love yourself”? Answer: 
“Because you are stuck with yourself for the rest of your life”. I love these moments of 
time where everything goes out of your head to be replaced by pure joy.  

The following is an outline of what April will look like. Each week I will be sending an e-
mail to families to offer more details of what will be going on during Hands-On Learning or of any 
changes. Anyone can be on my mailing list if they want to be. If you do not have children in the program 
and want to be informed of what is going on or how you can volunteer please contact me or sign up for 
my weekly email on the church’s website. 

April 7th Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Our focus is on the Story of Mary. How did Mary show her love for Jesus? 

 April 14th Palm Sunday  

We will be making crosses to take home. What are some things that we can do during the week to help us 
focus on Holy Week? We will be discussing the answers to this question.  

April 21st Easter  

My favorite Day. Children will be enjoying the whole service in the sanctuary with family. After service we 
can all enjoy coffee hour. There will be no Easter Egg Hunt this year however there will be something for 
all the children to enjoy!  

April 28th Second Sunday of Easter  

Resurrection Witness Speak Out! What are some symbols that show us that we believe?  

I am grateful of the privilege working with your children.  

Blessings, 
Pamela Sullivan  
faithformation@uccnorthhampton.org  
 

Youth Happenings 
The youth would like to thank the congregation for your generous donations to our Cereal Drive for End 
68 Hours of Hunger.  We were proud to donate to this program that supplies snacks and meals for 
children in our community who experience approximately 68 hours of hunger, from the time school lunch 
ends on Friday and before school breakfast on Monday morning. Even though the cereal drive has ended, 
items may be donated at any time to the End 68 Hours of Hunger trunk in the vestibule.   

On March 31st, we joined others from our Interfaith Youth Group to pack a shipment container of gently 
used donations to mothers and children in Syria through NuDay Syria. 

Coming up on April 6th, we'll be spreading Random Acts of 
Kindness to unsuspecting hard working people around town. 
If you’d like to join us, please meet at  
the church at 10 AM.  
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UCC Book Club 
In March, the book club met at Anna Pike's for a delicious 
pot luck brunch and a wonderful discussion of “The Girl of 
Hummingbird Lane” by Lisa See.  This is the third book we 
have read by Lisa See - all worth reading. 

We will be meeting on April 20th in the O’Connor Vestry to 
discuss “A Colored Man in Exeter” by local author Michael 

Cameron Ward. Michael will be able to join us. He spoke at the North Hampton town hall on March 27th 
about his series of books called "Sketches of Lee: A Black American Experience". The first book in the 
series is “A Colored Man in Exeter”. 

Here is a list of the upcoming gatherings: 

May 18th at Gail Hiltunen's - “An American Marriage” by Tayari Jones 

June 8th (place TBD) - “The House We Grew Up In” by Lisa Jewell 

July 20th at Nancy Bergeron's cottage at Hedding Campground - book TBD 

We are looking for new members. Please come join us! 
 

 

Movie Night!!  
Come one, come all, UCC North 
Hampton is having movie night, 
Saturday, April 13th at 6 PM. Our 
feature presentation for the 
month of April    is 
“GODSPELL.” Some of you may 
recall seeing the movie and most 
of you have heard about it. I 
know you have heard the inspir-
ing music! It will be a guaranteed 
fun night out with friends of all 
ages, and hopefully we can  make 
 some new ones too. Come enjoy 
some freshly popped popcorn, 

snacks and beverages. If a ride is 
needed please let us know and 
we will do our best to make ar-
rangements  to pick you up and 
we will get you home safely as 
well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Mic Night 
Friday, April 26 

6:30 PM for performers to sign in 

6:45 PM for performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverse Charades 
April 20th  Potluck Dinner and Re-

verse Charades (SFP)  @  5:30 PM 
in the O’Connor Vestry.  See up-
coming bulletins and Email news 

for more information. 
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The Budd Room Blooms Project 
 

The Budd Room Vision 
The Budd Room is our meeting place, lounge and library. 
It’s a sacred, private space for a family to come together before a funeral. 
It’s a sacred, welcoming space for a wedding party before the ceremony. 
It’s a gathering place, a meeting room, that honors those using it. 
The Budd Room provides dignity, comfort, privacy, and respect. 
Through grace, we extend hospitality and a hand to each other. 
The Budd Room is our meeting place, lounge and library. 

 

The Budd Room, named after Rev. H. Marshall Budd (minister at UCCNH from Nov. 1950 - June 1957),  has 
always been a special room in our church, a favorite meeting place for smaller groups. It is much in need 
of a makeover.  This project will be funded by donations and funds raisers. The first is Spring Fling 2 on 
April 6th. For more information please see the following page.  We are currently gathering ideas, costs and 
building plans to present to the congregation after Easter.  All ideas and help are welcome!! 
 

The Budd Room Blooms Committee: 
Construction: Jim Kelsey, Paul Nichols  
Furnishings: Marilyn Wanyo, Sarah Gelsomini, Vicky Grady, Gail Hiltunen, Chris Kelsey, Joanne O’Connor 
See Budd Room pictures below  

AED Training 
Did you know that the church has an AED? 

An AED, or automated external defibrillator, is 
used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac 
arrest. It's a sophisticated, yet easy-to-use, 
medical device that can analyze the heart's 
rhythm and, if necessary, deliver an electrical 
shock, or defibrillation, to help the heart re-
establish an effective rhythm.   

This device can be life saving and it is easy to use, but 
like anything, if you haven't seen one or used it before it can be intimidating. 

Join us on Sunday, April 28th at 11:30 AM in the O'Connor Vestry.  
A representative from the North Hampton Fire Department will take it out of the box and walk us 
through how to use it. The presentation shouldn't take longer than a half hour. Don't miss out on this 
possible life saving opportunity. 
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Saturday, April 6, 2019 

9 AM - 3 PM 

Come join us for some shopping, raffles and lunch. 

Items are available for purchase & take home. 

Raffles at every table! 

Lunch open from 10 AM - 2 PM, featuring the  

Old Salt’s Chowder, Linda’s Broccoli Cheddar Soup 

and sandwiches.  Desserts are also available for purchase. 

This year’s Vendors 

Bee U Boutique 

Deb’s Designs 

Juice Plus & Tower Garden 

Mary Kay 

Neora International 

New England Forever Aloe 

Norwex 

Pampered Chef 

Perfectly Posh 

Scentsy 

Stella & Dot 

Young Living 

The United Church of Christ 

295 Atlantic Avenue 

North Hampton, NH 
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Missions 
Seacoast Family Promise (SFP) 
Please note, there will be a volunteer training on April 7, 12:30 - 2 PM (LUNCH PROVIDED) at the Hampton 
United Methodist Church.  Please reach out to Sherri Amjad with any questions you may have regarding 
this "strongly suggested" training. 
 

Our family that consisted of a Mother & four (4) children have found permanent housing in Portsmouth.  
Liz wanted to thank all the volunteers for the wonderful love that she and her family received from all of 
our UCC NH volunteers! 
 
Our next SFP rotation is April 14th through April 21st.  Please reach out to Sherri Amjad if you are able to 
volunteer as a Meal preparer, Host/Hostess, and/or Overnight Chaperone.     

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Smoked Hams & Krispy Kreme Donuts 

The Senior High Youth are selling smoked Easter Hams again this year. Following worship on April 7 and 
April 14, samples will be available and orders will be taken.  The price is the same as last year -- $25/ham -- 
and because the mission group is traveling Easter weekend, there will be a limited number of orders.   

The Sr. High Mission Trip youth will be selling Krispy Kreme donuts in support of their mission trip to 
Atlanta, Georgia. Each dozen glazed donuts is $10. You can see Brenda Tharp after worship to place your 
order, or email her at (bl.tharp@comcast.net).  Final day to order is Sunday, April 7th.  Donuts will arrive 
Friday, April 12th.  

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet as usual,  

1 pm Wednesday, March 6th, in the OCV.  

Seacoast Family Promise Charity Golf Tournament  
on  June 3 at Pease Golf Course  

  
1 PM Shotgun Scramble, Hole in One Contest, Putting Contest 

Course Prizes 
 

followed by a delicious dinner & Silent Auction   
$125 per golfer includes Cart and Dinner.   

Please follow the link  
www.seacoastfamilypromise.org/2019-golf-tournament 

for Golfer Registration, Dinner Only and Sponsorship Opportunities. 

http://www.seacoastfamilypromise.org/2019-golf-tournament
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NuDay Syria Collection 
Please save those gently used clothes for the Syrian collection.   Bins will be set up in the back hall of the 
church beginning March 17 through April 28.  Medicines and non-perishable food items are also 
appreciated.  See the bulletin board for more details of what can be shipped in the containers.  Any 
questions?  
Please contact Clara Whitney  

Zimbabwe Update 
Zimbabwe has suffered a devastating storm.  This is quoted from Mary Johnson's newsfeed: 
There is just one story to report this weekend; the devastation caused in Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
Friday and Saturday by cyclone Idai.  It is too early to assess the total damage, but it is horrendous.  
 Roads and bridges are destroyed or under water due to widespread flooding and landslides. Mnangagwa 
declared a state of emergency in parts of Manicaland province.  Dozens are known to have been killed 
and hundreds are missing.   (Probably higher numbers will be reported in coming days.) UN agencies are 
aiding the rescue efforts.  Property damage is enormous.  Connie Littlefield posted pictures on Facebook 
(see below), some showing villages totally flattened.  She reported that some students were killed as 
they slept when a mudslide destroyed their dormitory.  She stays in Chipinge, which was among the 
hardest hit areas.  Zimbabwe already had so many desperate problems, and they were ill-prepared for an 
added burden like this.  Prayers are needed! 
 

For those who have wondered if there is still a way to help our Zimbabwean friends, here is news of a 
webinar on March 27th, quoted from our NHCUCC news: 
 

Ukama Mission Group Offers Webinar on "Ways to Give" 

Wednesday, March 27, 4:00 PM  
The Ukama Mission Group will present a webinar discussing ways to financially support the churches and 
ministries of the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe (UCCZ) on Wednesday, March 27, at 4 PM.  The 
webinar will unpack our policies of giving, discuss opportunities for supporting ministries in the UCCZ, 
and suggest effective ways to be sure your support is getting where you want it to go. To sign up to 
receive the webinar, email to rslater@nhcucc.org.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (OCV) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
(C) 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
(G) 

2 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6 pm  Lenten 
Book Study  
7 pm Seacoast 
BISG (OCV) 

3 
1 pm Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
(OCV) 

4 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

5 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 
6 pm Set up for 
Vendor Fair 

6 
9 am Vendor 
Fair (fundraiser 
for Budd Room 
Blooms) 

7 
8 am Men’s Break-
fast (OCV) 
10 am Worship (S) 
AW Coffee Hour 
11:30 am  PPRC 
mtg. (B)  
AW Tone Chime 
Rehearsal (G) 

8 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (OCV) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
(C) 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
(G) 

9 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6 pm  Lenten 
Book Study  
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

10 
11 am Ladies 
Union (OCV) 

11 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (M) 

12 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 

13 
6 pm Popcorn 
& Movie Night  
(“Godspell”)
(OCV) 

14  
8 am Men’s Break-
fast (OCV) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship (S) 
AW Coffee Hour  
AW Tone Chime 
Rehearsal (G) 

15 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (OCV) 
Lantern Articles 
Due 

16 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6 pm  Lenten 
Book Study  
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

17 18 
9 am Fitness Group 
(OCV) 
4 pm End 68 Hours 
of Hunger (C) 
6 pm Simple Soup 
Supper (OCV) 
7 pm Maundy 
Thursday service (S) 
Choir Rehearsal 
after service 
 

19 
9:30 am Kitchen 
Table Group 
(OCV) 
2 - 7 pm Laby-
rinth & Prayer 
Stations (OCV 
& S) 

20 
9 am Women’s 
Book Group 
(OCV) 
5:30 pm Potluck 
dinner & Reverse 
Charades 

21 
8:30 am Easter 
Breakfast (OCV) 
9 am Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship 
(S) 
AW Coffee Hour  

22 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
(C) 
 

23 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

24 25 
9 am Fitness 
Group (OCV) 
4 pm End 68 
Hours of Hunger 
(C) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal (To 
be determined) 

26 

6:30 pm Open 
Mic Night 
(OCV) 

27 

28 
8 am Men’s Break-
fast (OCV) 
9 am Tone Chime  
Rehearsal (S) 
10 am Worship (S) 
AW Coffee Hour  
11:30 am AED 
Training 
12 pm Church Walk 
Around 
3 pm Mock service 
(S) 
7 pm Boy Scout 
Planning (B) 

29 
10 am Coffee with 
Rev. Mike (OCV) 
5 pm Yoga (OCV) 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
(C) 
 

30 
9:30 am Al-
Anon (OCV) 
6:45 pm Blue 
Note Big Band 
(C) 

    

April 2019 

Seacoast Family Promise here April 14 - 21 Palm Sunday Maundy Thursday Good Friday Holy Saturday 

Easter Rugby Parking 

Rugby Parking 



The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church com-
munity informed of ministries and programs of UCC NH 
and also to report upon our life together.  The deadline 
for the Lantern is the third Monday of the month and 
submissions can be in the form of email 
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a 
typed/handwritten note.   

 

If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us 
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or 

Staff 
 

Pastor & Teacher  Rev. Michael Gelsomini 

Music Director   Mary Oliver 

Faith Formation Coordinator Pamela Sullivan 

Administrative Assistant Ellen Dozet 

Treasurer   Joanne O’Connor 

Assistant Treasurer  Hope Miller 

 The United Church of Christ 

 295 Atlantic Avenue 

 North Hampton, NH  03862 

 603-964-8687 

 adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s  Journey You are Welcome Here” 

10 AM 


