
The United Church of Christ in North Hampton 

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor 
“I dreamed it was Christmas Eve, and while waiting for a green light I noticed the manger scene 

on the church lawn. It is all so overwhelming, this Christmas business, I thought. The shopping and 
singing and partying and gift wrapping and Santa Claus and Jesus. I feel wonderful then guilty then joyful 
then confused. God help me, I thought.  And the light changed, and the baby in the manger smiled.” 

― Joe Hickman 

What a wonderfully challenging time of year this can be. We are reminded daily that it is the 
season of joy, a time of gift-giving and celebration. It is a time for those picture-perfect post card 
moments when everything is perfect, even the amount of snow on the buildings and the ground. Just the 
thought of it can be overwhelming.  When the way we feel inside doesn’t match the “perfect” Christmas 
we can begin to feel guilty and confused. What is wrong with me? Everyone else is smiling, everyone else 
is joyfully singing. The reality is that we all don’t feel that way and certainly not all the time. Why? I think it 
is because of expectations. During the year we go through life with our struggles and challenges. With 
our family dysfunctions and strained relationships. During the year it is just the way things are, part of life, 
real life. Throw up the background of a picture-perfect Christmas and those imperfections start to pop 
out at us and we can begin to feel badly because things aren’t picture-perfect. 

Well my friends, I am here to tell you that the first Christmas wasn’t perfect either. It was filled 
with rejection and worry over where Joseph and Mary would go. They must have felt like outcasts from 
their families. The first Christmas smelled and sounded like a dirty barn. There was the pain of childbirth 
and questions about whether or not everything would turn out all right. And then it happened. I can see 
it now, time stopping for an instant as Mary and Joseph held baby Jesus to their chest. Their heartbeats 
becoming one as they held the child of God against, and in their hearts. That is Christmas. It is messy and 
full of emotions that wax and wane. It is about the baby in the manger, our God, who looks at you and 
smiles. That smile says it all, I am here to save you. Everything will be all right. 

Peace and Blessings, 
Rev. Mike 
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Online Giving 
Over the next month you will be hearing more and more about Vanco and GivePlus+ mobile app. This is an 
online giving solution that allows you to set up both one time and recurring gifts. Vanco is a proven giving 
solution. Within a 15 mile radius of us there are 16 churches that currently use Vanco and 6 of those are 
UCC! Why now? Many people no longer have checking accounts or carry cash. This is a simple and safe 
way that people can give. It also allows people to set up recurring gifts so that you don't have to think 
about it from week to week.  Here are a few of the frequently asked questions. 

Is the GivePlus+mobile app free to use? Yes! The app is free to download and you are not charged a fee to 
make donations using the app.  Simply search for “GivePlus” in the App Store or Google Play to find it 
quickly.  (Although, please refrain from using until Jan. 1, 2020) 

When I make a donation, is my debit/credit card or bank account information secure? Yes. Vanco Payment 
Solutions meets or exceeds all industry standards to safeguard your data. To help ensure your data stays 
safe, they leverage technology such as tokenizing card data and encrypting sensitive information for 
transmission and storage. 

Will I receive a receipt? If you are logged into your GivePlus+ account you will receive a receipt via email, and 
you will also be able to view transactions in your giving history. Guest donors will receive a receipt if they 
choose to enter their email address when completing a donation. 

Online giving will be available January 1, 2020! 

Repurposing of the Lantern 
In reviewing the role of the Admin Assistant, we have been looking a lot at the roles and responsibilities 
and questioning why we do things, a healthy practice for everything that we do. 

With the changes in the times and the way we communicate, many churches are doing away with the 
monthly newsletter. The reason being that like us, they have moved to communicating upcoming events 
and news in a weekly email and the bulletin. Which…. makes most of the information in the Lantern 
redundant. 

Rather than do away with the Lantern we are going to repurpose it. What would this look like? It would 
look like a seasonal newsletter that comes out three times a year (February 15th, May 15th and October 
15th  and would be used for looking ahead, planning and major events and getting the church ready for 
the upcoming liturgical season (education).  

 Some of the benefits that we hope to see are: 

 More in-depth articles about the life of the church. 

 People will be more apt to read it as it will not be a repeat of the information that they get in the 
bulletin and e-news. 

 Events addressed real time in the e-news, bulletin and Facebook. 

 Frees up some of the Administrative Assistant’s office time. 

 Less stress on council as they only need to look at the major things they are working on three times a 
year. 

If you do not currently get the weekly e-news we strongly recommend that you sign up 
at www.eepurl.com/uDOdv or the church’s website: uccnorthhampton.org-church-news 

There is a life of the church! You will be glad that you took the time to sign up. 

http://www.eepurl.com/uDOdv
http://www.uccnorthhampton.org-church-news
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 Mary’s Music Notes 
I'd like to thank the choir for all the music they presented in November.  I am grateful for their dedication 
to the choir.  Special thanks to Joanne O'Connor for adding her beautiful flute music to our songs.  Lots of 
choir members put in extra rehearsal time in November, and I appreciate them coming early and staying 
late to prepare our music of gratitude. 

If you cannot commit to choir throughout the year, you are welcome to join us for a season.   Please 
consider singing with us for Advent. 

Saturday, Dec. 7th, the town of North Hampton is having a tree lighting on the green and the community 
gathers to sing the songs of the season. 

All are invited to join us at 4:30. 

Everyone is welcome to go Christmas caroling on Friday, Dec. 13th.  It is always a fun, enthusiastic group of 
multi-age singers that gather to sing to community members. 

December 22nd the tone chimes will play.  They will play the prelude and accompany our first hymn.  
Rehearsal will be each Sunday of December, right after church.  Please 
email musicdirector@uccnorthhampton.org and let me know if you would like to play tone chimes that 
day.  

Also on December for 22nd   I am looking for youth to play piano or another 
instrument in church for Pageant Sunday.  If you know of musical young 
people, have them contact me (musicdirector@uccnorthhampton.org) to let 
me know they would like to play that day.  They will play during the prelude, 
offertory or the postlude.  They will also be able to participate in the pageant.  

December 29th, Carey and Tony will be providing the music.  They were well-
received this past summer and I have invited them again. 

Musically yours, 

Mary Oliver 

All Ages Pageant on December 22nd 
Come and help us retell the story of Jesus birth by being part of our all 
ages Christmas pageant! We are looking for angels, shepherds, Mary, 
Joseph, barn animals and 
more. Come early on the 
22nd and pick out your 
costume. This is for 
children and adults alike. 
We need you to help tell 
the story of Jesus birth! 
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There is so much to look forward to this month!   

December 1st 
First Sunday of Advent  
Hope  
Communion Sunday - children will stay in church so they may participate in communion 
December 8th  
Second Sunday of Advent 
Peace 
Our Faith Finders children will be going over what it means to have Peace.  
We will also be going over the Nativity story and talk about the characters.  
I will invite the children to begin thinking about what pageant role they would want to take 
part in.  Children are not required to participate but we do have lots of fun! 
December 15th 
Third Sunday of Advent   
Joy 
December 22nd 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Love 
Christmas Pageant!! 
December 24th 
Christmas Eve service at 6:00 PM 
I love seeing the children at this service!  It is one of my favorite services!  
December 25th  
Christmas on Wednesday!! 
December 29th  
The First Sunday after Christmas! 

 
Faith Formation News and updated information is available via a weekly e-mail.  Anyone may be added 
to my e-mail list for this information.   
Please see me if you would like to join my list! 
 
Blessings! 
Pamela Sullivan  
Faith Formation coordinator  

It’s the most wonderful time of the year 
Advent begins that reminds us to think 
of the people who need 
The Hope Peace and the Joy, Love indeed!!! 
 

The time of the season preparing for Jesus  
his birthday is special to see 
The happy  small faces of children’s expressions 
when hearts warmed by giving with glee! 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year ! 
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Stockings for Soldiers 
Donations will be accepted through Sunday, December 8th for a Branch of Service to be confirmed 

shortly. We could possibly have 20 - 30 stockings.  If you have any questions please see Trish Jeffrey. 
 

Accepting the following donations in bundles of (5) from 11/17/19– 12/8/19 

Edible 

Small bags of Christmas Candy (Hershey Kisses and the like) 

Candy Canes 

Slim Jim’s / Beef Jerky 

Nuts 

Pretzels 

Trail mix 

Granola bars 

Flavored Drink mixes 

Chewing Gum 

Non Edible 

Hand warmers 

Foot warmers 

Chap Stick 

Pocket Games and/or playing cards 

Crossword Puzzles and/or Sudoku 

  

Most importantly …. Personal Christmas Cards.   
 

Reverend Mike will prepare a Christmas letter and Trish Jeffrey will  enclose “Charles Dickens” Christmas 

classic book. 
 

Jr. Girl Scout troop 51106 of North Hampton will prepare “Snowflake Soup” and Cornerstone Senior 

Living will assemble the stockings, December 10th,  as a way for our beloved local Seniors to contribute.  

Special “thanks” to Deb Kroner! 
 

Most donations can be purchased from the Dollar Store.  Please include $2.00 with your donation in the 
envelope provided in the Donation Box to assist with Shipping Costs.   Donation box(es) will be placed at 
both Church entrances by Friday 11/15/19. 

 

Christmas Star Campaign 
In the spirit of giving, Sherri Amjad will be displaying her Star themed tree with donation requests for the 
following organizations the weekend after Thanksgiving.  

 Rockingham Community Action 

 Seacoast Family Promise 

Thank you to our generous parishioners.   May you be blessed throughout this joyous holiday season! 
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SPCA Advent Collection Box 
The Advent season is a special time of year for giving. This year the church will be collecting items to 

share with our local SPCA. You can bring your gifts on Sunday morning and place them in the special box 

designated for the SPCA. If you would like a full wish list here is the link: https://nhspca.org/wish-list/. 

Below is a condensed list. Happy giving! 

 Kitty litter (non- clumping/pellets)        

 Indestructible dog toys (small to large) 

 Grocery Store Gift Cards                    

 Soft dog or cat treats      

 Canned cat or kitten food                   

 Canned dog/puppy food-Purina Pro Plan 

 Dry kitten food                                    

 Bird toys 

 Small scratching pads/stands            

 Pelleted bird feed (Zupreem) 

 Cat toys                                              

 Rabbit pellets 

 And wooden chew toys, not dyed and untreated (rabbits love them!) 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Wednesday, December 4th  at 

noon at the home of Gail Hiltunen.  This is our annual Christmas 

gathering, with a potluck lunch and time to sit by the fire as we knit 

our prayer shawls.  If you'd like to join us for lunch and learn more 

about this ministry, we welcome you.  If you are aware of a family 

member or friend who would benefit from the gift of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Gail Hiltunen at 964-6909 or Judy Hawes at 964-2247. 

The Ladies Union would like to thank everyone who took part in this year’s Fall Fair.  It was very 
successful due to all the people who worked and supported the fair, from setting up and breaking down 
tables, being present and organizing at the tables both before and on Fair Day, donations to the various 
tables, sewing crafts, and cooking. Thank you to all participants, both workers and shoppers.  Proceeds 
will go to special charities and to support our youth and adults in their various programs as well as 
projects in the church. IT TAKES A WHOLE CONGREGATION, AS WELL AS A VILLAGE, TO PULL TOGETHER 
SUCH A SUCCESSFUL EVENT.  Thank you to all! 

Hope Miller and Joan Cuetara, co-chairs and the entire Ladies Union. 

 Ladies Union 

Ladies Union will continue to meet at 10 AM for those who can assist in a craft which will need lots of 
hands and become an exciting part of next year's LU Fair.   

At our meeting on December 11th, there will be an opportunity to contribute a monetary gift to some 
Christmas cards which will be distributed via Rockingham Community Action.  Give what you wish and 
tuck it into one or more of the cards which will be available and already signed by the Ladies Union of UCC 
North Hampton.  

Our November meeting excitedly received two new members and in addition to one more who arrived at 
an earlier meeting, all three have helped with our fair and shown an interest in being a part of 
our community.  God has blessed us with many helpful hands. 

Even if you cannot make every meeting, you are welcome to join our group!  December is a potluck 
meeting with members bringing a favorite dish to share.  Board members will host and provide desserts.  
Please bring a copy of your recipe as well as a favorite holiday decoration that you might enjoy talking 
about with your table community. 
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Bulletin & Weekly E-News  

Announcements due weekly 

on  

Wednesdays 

Lantern Articles Due Nov. 18 

Legend: 

 B:  Budd Room 

 C: Charrier Hall 

 G:  Gold Classroom 

 GR:  Garden Room 

 M:  Music Room 

 OCV:  O’Connor Vestry 

 PR:  Prayer Room 

 P:  Pastor’s Office 

 S:  Sanctuary 

11:30 AM Council Mtg (B) 



The Lantern is published monthly to keep our 
church community informed of ministries 
and programs of UCC NH and also to report 
upon our life together.  The deadline for the 
Lantern is the third Monday of the month 
and submissions can be in the form of email 
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) 
or a typed/handwritten note.   

 

Staff 
 

Pastor & Teacher  Rev. Michael Gelsomini 

Music Director   Mary Oliver 

Faith Formation Coordinator Pamela Sullivan 

Administrative Assistant Ellen Dozet 

Treasurer   Joanne O’Connor 

Assistant Treasurer  Hope Miller 

 The United Church of Christ 

 295 Atlantic Avenue 

 North Hampton, NH  03862 

 603-964-8687 

 adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org 
www.uccnorthhampton.org 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s  Journey You are Welcome Here” 

Church Hours in December 
The church building will be closed: 

December 25 

The church offices will be closed  

December 27 

AA’s office Hours the week of Christmas are:  Monday - Tuesday, 8 AM - 1 PM 

All bulletin/weekly email news for 12/29 due Monday, 12/23 


